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On the ill-fated evening of February
21, history repeated when two
powerful blasts ripped apart the
commercial and educational hub of
the historic city of Hyderabad,
sending shock waves across the
country. Sixteen people died and
more than 100 people have been made to live in agony
forever. The people of Hyderabad, who have lived in
utter fear for over a decade, realized the fact. Despite
tall talks by the law-enforcing agencies and the
government, the common man, the one who has to
walk through the bustling streets for his petty needs,
has no security for his life.

Minutes after the ghastly incident, political leaders
accompanied by henchmen descended, media with their
huge paraphernalia descended, mob gathered to click
gory images in their most modern gadgets, obstructing
the investigating officers to collect vital clues that would
have helped them to solve the case sooner.      

While blame games and hate speeches flew thick and
fast, the tears that rolled down cheeks of hundreds
were conveniently forgotten. VVIP visits in the hospitals
where the blast injured were undergoing treatment
played havoc.

Is this the fate of a common Hyderabadi? Records
reveal that there were all the prior signals that there
going to be a bloodbath, yet why none of these so-
called protectors of common men failed to curb it?
Doesn�t a poor man�s life have value for the political
leaders and bureaucracy?

Just imagine, if the bombs went off at the Sai Baba
temple as it appears to be originally planned, and the
city�s top cop who was having a special puja there was
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In what can be termed the largest
spiritual extravaganza in the

world, over three crores of people
took the holy dip at the confluence
of the Ganges and Yamuna rivers on
the main day of bathing at Kumbh
Mela on February 10. The festival
had seen altogether 100 million
devotees bathing during the festival
that last for 55 days.

Hindus believe that taking a

dip in the holy confluence during
the festival – falls only once in 12
years - will cleanse sins and help
bring salvation. Since early in the
morning on the day, millions
including sadhus and some women
belonging to various Hindu
monastic orders arrived to bathe.
The holy men, most of them naked,
dreadlocked and smeared in ash,
ran to the river amid heavy security.

Thousands of poor families
living under the open skies in cold

weather at the festival grounds in
Allahabad also took part in the holy
cleansing with equal fervor.

In order to ensure smooth
conduct of the festival, the
authorities deployed more than
14,000 policemen, along with
paramilitary forces and
commandos. Police officers, many
of them on horseback, had a hard
time controlling the crowds, as
many of the bathers lingered to gaze
at the colourful processions of the

Allahabad turned to be the most populous place in the world at least for a brief period on February
10, the day of 'Mauni Amavasya' during Maha Kumbh, thanks to the high turnout of devotees

Kumbh: Cleansing souls
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holy men. The 14 hospitals at the
Mela grounds treated more than
250,000 pilgrims during the
festival. Two pilgrims reportedly
died. Most of those treated suffered
from respiratory problems, cold,
joint pains and dust allergy,
according to doctors. Over 50,000
people were united at the ‘lost and
found’ centre set up by the officials.

Allahabad, sprawling across
6,000 acres tuned out to be the
most populous place in the world
on account of the unusually high
turnout, at least for a brief period.
During the festival, devotees moved
towards the confluence of the holy
rivers Ganga, Yamuna and the
mythical Saraswati throughout the
day for the second 'Shahi Snan'

Aseries of tragedies, however,
marred the Maha Kumbh

since it began on Jan 14, killing at
least 42 people in four separate
incidents.

A fire broke out at the
Kumbh Mela venue, killing one
person and injuring two others
besides destroying at least 30
make-shift tents set up for the
pilgrims. "An unidentified person
was killed in the fire that broke out
in Sector 4 of the Kumbh Mela
area. Two persons sustained minor
injuries while the fire was brought
under control quickly, though
about 10 tents were gutted by the
time," SSP (Kumbh) RKS Rathore
was quoted by PTI as saying.

Earlier, a fire broke out on Jan
25, killing five people and injuring
19 others. On February 10, 36
people were killed and scores of
others injured in a stamped at
Allahabad railway station, as

millions of devotees thronged the
40,000 people capacity station to
head for the Mauni Amavasya,
considered to be the most
auspicious day of the mela. Two
more people died in another

stampede incident that happened
on the same day.

Maha Kumbh Mela comes
only once in 144 years. It began on
January 14 and will be concluded
on March 10.

Tragedies mar Maha Kumbh

Unhappy Chronicle
Tragic incidents are

not new to the Kumbh
Mela venue. The worst
tragic incident recorded
till date is the February 3,
1954 Kumbh Mela
stampede in Allahabad.
About 1,000 people died
and scores of others
injured at the first Kumbh
Mela after Independence.
In 2003, Kumbh Mela at
least 39 people, including 26 women were killed and more than hundred
people injured in a stampede at Nasik. The accident was reportedly
caused by the scramble among the devotees to collect the coins thrown
by the by sadhus. In 2010, seven people including five women and an
infant were killed and 17 people injured in a stampede in Haridwar. Two
people were drowned in a separate incident at the Mela.
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during the Maha Kumbh.
While devotees chanted 'Har

Har Gange', foreigner visitors
watched with awe and wonder the
naga sadhus with their matted hair,
ash-smeared naked bodies and
garlands of marigold and 'rudraksh'.

On the day of 'Mauni
Amavasya', devotees in large
numbers were seen at railway
stations and bus stations where
people from nearby as well as far-off
places taking to roads and pathways
towards the confluence.

A number of special trains and
buses plied hundreds of additional
buses for the occasion. Security
personnel drawn from central
paramilitary forces like ITBP,
CRPF, BSF and RAF besides the
Uttar Police and its Provincial
Armed Constabulary and Anti-
Terrorist Squad kept a close vigil, in
order to prevent any untoward
incident.

A large number of VIPs,
including political heavyweights,
film stars and business tycoons

visited the Kumbh during the
celebrations. Among the prominent
were spotted Sriprakash Jaiswal,
Rajnath Singh, Subodh Kant Sahay,
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, the Hinduja
brothers, Anil Ambani with his
mother Kokilaben, film producer
Ekta Kapoor, actors Shilpa Shetty,
Emraan Hashmi, Rajpal Yadav and

Ashutosh Rana, stand-up comedian
Raju Srivastava, Pandit Jasraj, Hari
Prasad Chaurasia, Malini Awasthi
and many others.

The first 'Shahi Snan' of the
Kumbh took place on 'Makar
Sankranti' ( January 14) while the
third and last one was observed on
Basant Panchmi (February 15). 

What is a Maha Kumbh Mela?

The Kumbh Mela is a mass pilgrimage in which Hindus gather
in locations along the holy rivers Ganges, Yamuna and the

mythical river Saraswati.
There are three different kinds of Kumbh. An Ardh (or half)

Kumbh is held every six years at two set locations and a Purna (full)
Kumbh is held every 12 years at four set locations.

This year is a Maha Kumbh and that only happens after 12
Purna Kumbhs, every 144 years, and always at Allahabad. Astrology
determines most aspects of the festival, including its exact date and
length.

The Kumbh Mela has its origins in Hindu mythology. Many
believe that when gods and demons fought over a pitcher of nectar,
a few drops fell in the cities of Allahabad, Nasik, Ujjain and
Haridwar - the four places where the Kumbh festival has been held
for centuries. More than three crore (30 million) people reportedly
took a holy dip in the Sangam on 'Mauni Amavasya', which is said
to be most auspicious day of bathing during the 12-yearly Kumbh
Mela.

Number of
people bathed 100 million

Number of days 55

Area 20 sq km
(4,932 acres)

Drinking water 80 million litres

Toilets 35,000

Doctors 243

Police: 30,000

Number united
at lost-and-found

centre since 14
January

40,000

Number treated
at 14 hospitals: 1,52,326
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The city girls are no more leaving
it to their fates; they are ready to

fight back. Following the huge
outcry over the brutal rape and
murder of a Delhi paramedic, Jyoti
Singh, in a moving bus in the
national capital, girls have learnt to
defend themselves. In an eye-opener
of sorts, a 21-year-old software
engineer Nikhila More proved our
girls are not objects of sexual
violence any more. Her strong will,
presence of mind and a pepper-spray
came in handy for this young girl to
get away from the hands of
perpetrators.  

Nikhila More acted
courageously and jumped out of a
speeding auto-rickshaw in which she
was allegedly being abducted by the
auto driver and his associate in
Gachibowli late on February 19. She
has been undergoing treatment at
Apollo Hospital in Jubilee Hills ever
since. Cyberabad police on February
20 arrested two persons – auto driver
A Jangaiah and his friend Bitin
Kumar of Odisha – who had tried to
take a software engineer to an isolate
place with alleged evil intention in
their minds.

The woman, Nikhila More of
Maharashtra, finished her
engineering from BITS Pilani and
currently working in Thomas and

Betts in Ameerpet. She has been
living in a hostel in Narayanaguda
area, police said.

She was on her way to her
hostel in Narayanguda from a beauty
parlour in Ayyappa Society in
Madhapur. Nikhila boarded a shared
auto to go to Panjagutta around 7.45
pm. There were two other men and
one woman in the auto, who got
down near Mythri Vanam while the
software engineer was left alone.

The auto driver Jangaiah and
Bitin, who were already drunk,
headed back to Gachibowli instead
of going to Panjagutta. They did not
care when Nikhila questioned them
why it was taking so long and where
they were taking her, police said.

She grew suspicious and called
one of her friends Kiran to inform

that she was in trouble, but duo
snatched her cell phone and
switched it off. The woman,
however, raised alarm and sprinkled
the pepper spray she was carrying
into the eyes of Jangaiah and Bitin
and jumped out of the speeding
vehicle near IIIT Cross Roads,
according to police.

A software engineer working in
Wipro helped the woman reach
Image Hospital from where she was
later shifted to Apollo Hospital in
Jubilee Hills. In the meantime,
Nikhila’s friend called up Hyderabad
police control room and informed
that the woman was in danger.

The police sprang into action,
identified Nikhila’s location by
tracing her cell phone and informed
the Cyberabad counterparts. A

City girl defends self,
escapes from abductors

In a brave act, a 21-year-old software engineer, Nikhila More, set an example by jumping out
an auto in which she was being abducted after spraying pepper powder in the eyes of offenders

PEPPER POWER
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In a curious case, the allegation of
a private school teacher against

the local police sub inspector took a
strange turn when she started giving
contradictory statements to the
investigating officers.  

On February 15, the teacher,
Leela, was produced before the
Rajendranagar court as her husband
Anil Kumar had earlier lodged a
complaint saying Leela went
missing leaving a note stating she
would end her life.

Police traced Leela in a
relative’s house and brought her to
police station along with her
husband for questioning why she
had left her house. The court
directed Cyberabad police to
produce the woman again the next
day to record her statement.

Speaking to reporters outside
the court, Leela said the SI deserved
suspension since he used to harass
her. She, however, said the SI had
no role in her disappearance.

“I left home voluntarily after
getting a threat call asking me to
withdraw my complaint against the
SI. I wrote the suicide note some
time ago and forgot about it. None
of my family members has any role
in writing the suicide note,” Leela
said.

On the other hand, Madhapur
DCP T Yoganand told media
persons that Leela was giving
contradictory statements. It would
be difficult to arrive at a conclusion
in such a situation.

“We are also investigating the
threat call aspect. The alleged call
has come from a public telephone
booth. We do not know whether
any outsider has made the call or
the family of the woman made it.
We will let the people know all
details once the investigation is
complete,” he said.

It may be recalled Leela’s name
hit the headlines after the sub-
inspector V Sudhir Kumar was
suspended on her complaint that he
was sexually harassing her. The SI
was suspended on February 13
night and the same day Leela went

missing.
A few days earlier, Leela

approached the Cyberabad police
commissioner and complained
against the SI that the latter had
been harassing her sexually. The
police commissioner ordered an
enquiry in which the SI was found
guilty of the allegations.

The SI, who was recently
transferred from KPHB Colony
Police Station to Dundigal police
station, befriended the teacher
living next door in Addagutta area
of KPHB Colony. Police said the SI
met the teacher at her school on the
pretext of getting admission for his
children. He collected Leela’s
mobile phone number and started
making calls from different numbers
and even sent scores of text
messages, police said.  

A mysterious missing case

Quick Reaction Team (QRT) was
rushed to the spot by tracking the
signals of the mobile phone used by
the victim, police said.

Nikhila suffered grievous
injuries and was also in a state of
shock. She could not give complete
details when police personnel tried

to record her statement, Cyberabad
Police Commissioner Ch D
Tirumala Rao said. 

“Though the registration
number of the auto was not recorded
in the CC TV, the accused had been
traced and taken into custody,” he
said.

“She was courageous,
intelligent and took the bull by
horns. Instead of panicking, her
spontaneous response saved her
from the clutches of kidnappers
though she suffered injury,” the West
zone DCP G. Sudheer Babu was
quoted by a local newspaper .

Leela: In good times; Leela being taken to court (right)

MYSTERY WOMAN
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Andhra Pradesh Prisons
Department has been in the

news for many a wrong reasons
often. Be it for allowing criminals to
have mobile phones, liquor and
ganja inside the prison or allowing
comforts for rich prisoners in
return for 'rewards', let alone the
financial irregularities to siphon off
the department funds through
different methods.

In one such instance, a few
prison officials placed order for
purchase of firefighting equipment
on a company of their choice
allegedly in return for attractive
commission, sources said.

This scandal actually took
place last year but remained under
wraps until The News team laid its
hands on some crucial documents.

The then superintendent of
Chanchalguda Central Prison K
Kesava Naidu wrote to the Deputy
Inspector General of Prisons,
Telangana Region on March 23,
2011, seeking sanction of funds
worth Rs 3,94,326 towards the cost
of 12 firefighting equipments to be
kept in the prison.

Before writing the letter, a lot
took place behind the screen. With
the blessings of the then director
general of prisons C N Gopinatha
Reddy, the superintendent and a
couple of other officers conspired
with a company that supplies
firefighting equipment and

allegedly prepared forged
quotations in the name of two
other companies.

Sources said the conspirators
ensured that the quotation
purported to have submitted by
GQ Consultants Private Limited
remained the lowest one and the
supply contract was awarded to this
company.

In fact, the lowest prices
quoted by GQ Consultants is said
to be several times higher than the
existing market price at that point
of time. Further, the prison officials
should have followed certain norms
such as forming a purchase
committee and calling tenders in a

proper manner, sources said.
Firefighting equipments for

different prisons in the state were
procured in similar fashion causing
huge loss for the state exchequer,
sources said.

Not just firefighting
equipments, but several financial
irregularities had been committed
during the period of Gopinatha
Reddy in the guise of development
works. A thorough probe into all
the purchases, awarding of
contracts and taking up
development works during that
period would certainly bring to fore
gross corruption in the department,
sources said.  

Scam in Prisons Department
Some crucial documents accessed by The News show

that Prisons Department officials swindled huge amount
of money in the purchase of firefighting equipment

THE NEWS EXCLUSIVE
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Trail of
Terror

If central intelligence agencies failed in
pin-pointing Hyderabad as the terror target, the
state police — particularly the CI cell— equally
failed too, as it could not uncover the terror
module in time and preempt the strike

COVER STORY
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et another serial blasts,
more gory deaths,
hundreds of grievously

wounded victims – as far as
Hyderabad is concerned this is
nothing new. Even as the common
people in the historic city are yet to
recover from the shock, big shots
at the high corridors of power and
air-conditioned television studios
are busy discussing Afzal Guru’s
execution, the chances of
retaliation by Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and its
front Indian Mujahideen (IM),
Indian Intelligence’ failure and

many more.
At a high-level meeting

chaired by Union Home Minister
Sushil Kumar Shinde, it was
discussed that the slip occurred
because the agencies could not
confirm their suspicions regarding
Hyderabad. It may be remembered
that a generic alert on a possible
terror attack was issued by
Intelligence Bureau's Multi-Agency
Centre (MAC) to all metropolitan
police commissioners and state
chiefs on February 19.

Chief Minister Kiran Kumar
Reddy was categorical while
dismissing the alert as a ‘routine’
one and not ‘specific.’ The fact is if

intelligence agencies failed in pin-
pointing Hyderabad as the terror
target, the city police —
particularly the Special Task Force
— equally failed too, as it could not
uncover the terror module in time
and preempt the strike.

The irony is that the
Hyderabad police knew that Indian
Mujahideen’s co-chief Riyaz
Bhatkal had asked Imran —
arrested by Delhi Police last
October — to conduct a recce at
Dilsukhnagar in June 2012, yet
they did not do anything. It must
be noted that DIlsukhnagar area
has been targeted by terrorists four
times earlier — in 1999, 2002,

Y

COVER STORY
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2007 and 2013. Riyaz personally
planted bombs in 2007, it was
found out.

Yes, there is dearth of real-
time intelligence and the Centre
has miserably failed in recognising
the threat. The state government
too failed in initiating proactive
steps, clearly indicating laxity on
part of the internal security
establishment in targeting terror
modules in the country.

A senior police official told
The News that the Hyderabad
police had to take and share the
responsibility as they failed to pick
up ground intelligence and
activation of a terror module in the
communally sensitive city.

Sources reveal that getting
actionable intelligence is easier said
than done as terrorists have
options, time and surprise on their
side, given that radicalised pockets
are present all over the country.
Officials at the Union Home
Ministry defend themselves by
telling that even the Americans
could not detect the 2009
Christmas underwear bomber and

the 2010 Times Square Pakistani
bomber on their own.

WHY HYDERABAD?
According to our sources in

the intelligence department, the
intention of the Thursday’s terror
act could be to incite communal
tensions in the city that has been
boiling with communal passion in
the recent months.

Dilsukhnagar which has been
a terror target for years now lies
adjoining the old city. The old city
has witnessed communal tension a
few days before Diwali over alleged
expansion of the Bhagyalakshmi
Temple at Charminar. There were
incidence of violence including
torching of vehicles and stone
pelting, forcing the law-
enforcement agencies to declare a
curfew in the area.

In fact, the Bhagyalakshmi
Temple issue was not just a result
of communal intolerance. It had
strong political undercurrent that
had seen hate speeches and blame
games by political parties. Majlis e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (MIM)

which has a strong base in the old
city withdrew its support to the
Congress government alleging
inept handling of the situation by
the Chief Minister Kiran Kumar
Reddy.

MIM MLA Akbaruddin
Owaisi was arrested in January for
his alleged hate speech against
Hindus. Meanwhile Viswa Hindu
Parishad (VHP) leader Praveen
Togadia too had delivered a hate
speech in retaliation.

According to our sources,
though it is too premature to name
any terror group behind the
Dilsukhnagar blasts, Hyderabad
has been chosen as a careful target,
in an attempt to cash in on the
recent frictions. Sources said the
motive seems to be flaring up
communal passions.

CITY UNDER EVIL EYE
The recent blasts were the

third major terrorist attack in the
city in the recent past. A powerful
bomb exploded on May 18, 2007 at
the Mecca Masjid in the old city
and on August 25 the same year,

COVER STORY
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twin blasts at Lumbini Park and
Gokul Chat Bhandar rocked the
nation.

According to experts, one of
the major reasons why Hyderabad
always comes first in the terrorists'
radar is the possible ripple effect
that a terror strike can produce in
the city, especially given its history
of communal violence. Hindus and
Muslims are almost evenly
matched in the city accounting for
55 per cent and 41 per cent of the
population, respectively.

The BJP and the RSS as well
as the MIM made their best efforts
to make the disputed
Bhagyalakshmi Temple issue at the
Charminar to mobilise votes in
their respective constituencies.
MIM MLA Akbaruddin Owaisi
made a series of inflammatory
speeches in the Telangana region
throughout November and
December last year, which was
matched by equal hostility by the
BJP.

It was found that in a speech
in 2007, Jamaat-ud-Dawa chief and
26/11 attack mastermind Hafiz
Saeed said that Hyderabad was part
of the unfinished agenda of
partition and campaigns there are
among his foremost priorities.
According to sources in the

Intelligence wing while Mumbai's
status as India's financial capital
makes it a high profile symbolic
target, Hyderabad symbolises
India's IT prowess.

Dilsukhnagar is a major
commercial and educational hub
which houses large shopping malls
and IIT-coaching institutes.

It is also alleged that
Hyderabad’s police force has been
stretched beyond its capacity, thus
making it easy for the terror
modules to operate without much
difficulty. The ongoing mass
agitation for a separate Telangana
state also keeps the police on their
toes to maintain day-to-day law
and order.

The Maoist activity in the
Telangana region seems to be
another reason that police forces
are unable to concentrate on city’s
safety, say our sources. Much of the
Maoist leadership in the country
comes from this region.  

However, MIM MP
Asaduddin Owaisi puts it in a
different way. "An evil eye has
fallen on Hyderabad. The terrorists
only aim to inflict maximum
casualties. They don't care if
Hindus get killed or Muslims. I
pray to god to save the people of
this city." 

Blasts in the past
August 25, 2007

Twin blasts at Lumbini Park
during a laser show and

Gokul Chat, Koti. A total number
of 44 people were killed and 70
injured.

May 18, 2007

Bomb exploded at Mecca
Masjid. 15 people were killed

and 50 injured.

May 7, 2006

Two persons were injured in a
crude bomb blast inside

Odeon Deluxe theatre at RTC
crossroads. There were no
causalities.

October 12, 2005

Apowerful bomb explosion
ripped through the office of

the Commissioner of the Task
Force at Somajiguda about 100
metres away from the then
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
YS Rajasekhar Reddy’s official
residence. Two persons were
reportedly killed.

March 30, 2003

Aminor blast took place near
the Saidabad police station.

The explosion occurred when
two women, working as sweepers
at the police station, lit some
waste material in a vacant spot
behind the police station. It did
not cause any damage to life and
property.

November 21, 2002

Two people were killed and
ten injured, some of them

grievously, when a powerful
bomb planted in a scooter
exploded close to the Sai Baba
temple at Dilsukhnagar.

COVER STORY
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The clichéd expression of
‘intelligence failure’ often abused
by media and politicians surfaced
once again with an uglier facet of
interpretations by too many, who
are neither competent nor
professional. The police are the
softest targets of criticism in any
situation, more so when it comes
to a terror strike or a law and order
breakdown.

Every Tom, Dick and Harry
attributes any bloody incident to
intelligence failure. That said, this
is not an attempt to support the
myriad weaknesses of the police
set-up. But before raising a pointer

at the khaki-clad common man,
who is always viewed with an
element of awe some times and
disgust at others, we want to tell all
those exercising their freedom of
expression guaranteed under
Article 19 (1) (A) of the
Constitution should not abuse this
fundamental right.

The politicos, media and
many others who enjoy immunity,
unlike a police officer, willfully
jump to conclusions and say the
police failed to trace the roots of
the conspiracy hatched by the
terrorists, without even knowing
how much of an effort goes into the
counter-intelligence activity every
minute.

Mal-functioning of closed-
circuit camera was pointed out by
all media houses. But, there is
hardly anybody to tell the world
that the CCTV cameras are
installed mainly for traffic
monitoring and that their footage
is only an aid in the event of
occurrences like the dastardly
blasts at Dilsukhnagar.

Also, the voices of the
authorities concerned would have
been enfeebled by the deafening
noise of resentment renting the air.
Thus, even a top-ranking official
would not muster courage to say,
the malfunctioning of the CCTV
cameras was duly highlighted and
the competent authority did not

Intelligence failure? Not a
very intelligent remark now

COVER STORY
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sanction funds for having them
rectified.

Except when the system is
rattled by a ghastly terror strike or
a calamity, how much would these
things figure in the priority check-
list of the administration is
anybody’s guess. A morsel of food
is more important than a CCTV
camera, any day.

Police Commissioner Anurag
Sharma’s visit to Sai Baba temple
forced the terrorists to shift the
venue of explosion to a few
hundred yards away is yet another
insane argument. Sharma himself
doesn’t want to comment on a
question if he were a target himself.

Many would willingly buy this
argument for two reasons: 1. That
Anurag Sharma’s presence and high
security around would have forced
the terrorists to shift the venue; 2.
That the Commissioner of Police’s
arrival there at that point in time
was a godsend.

Would terrorists, who would
have done reconnaissance of the
area and drawn up the plan with
utmost precision, move the venue
of the deadly plot a few yards
away? While surely they would
have a Plan-B in place, the
argument that the explosions were
moved away by a few yards doesn’t
sound logical, especially when the
explosives were detonated with
timer devices.

The police commissioner, his
family and friends would have
offered a million thanks to the God
for his providential escape from a
barbaric attack.

Next, several pertinent
questions too arose obviously:

1. Why don’t we learn lessons
from earlier incidents? It should
have been much easier for the
police establishment in a City like
Hyderabad, which had too many
experiences, be it Mecca Masjid

blasts (of May 2007 in which 17
people were killed) or explosion at
the very Sai Baba Temple (in
2002) or more chilling incident of
twin blasts at Gokul Chat and
Lumbini Park (August 2007 in
which 46 people were killed), to
get back their old files and launch
investigation.

2. Why don’t the police
cordon off the scene of offence? It
is anyone’s common knowledge
that evidence could get destroyed
in the event of crowds storming the
area and stamping all over. Yet,
hardly any barrier was put up for a
long time. This shows the
lackadaisical attitude of the
authorities concerned.

3. How can media and
politicians enjoy no-holds-barred
movement and access to the blast
sites? After all, the victims – the
dead and the injured and, of
course, their wailing relatives –
need some privacy, dignity and
respect. But it is shocking to find
TV channels getting into Intensive
Care Units, led by doctors, and
pushing their mikes towards the
injured persons, agonizing in pain
and shock, and forcing them to say
whatever.

4. Why don’t the government
departments work with perfect
sync to prevent spread of rumours
and also to hasten the
investigation?  A lot of dissection
of the incident, raising pointers at
the failure of the investigative
agencies, with an intent to malign
them is rampant by media
agencies. For instance, almost all
vernacular dailies in Hyderabad
packed punches in their headline
stories and delivered the same with
their rough knuckles hitting on the
noses of the officialdom and the
Government.

The confusion caused by
reports that there was discrepancy
between the Union Home Minister
and the State Government too led
to eroding confidence among the
people in the system.

And, before signing off, we
may recall the adage of “too many
cooks”: In this case, the
investigation is being carried out
by City police, the CID, the NIA
and other agencies. Unless, they
coordinate well and make a
concerted effort, the terrorists
could not be brought to book.

(Special arrangement
with
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B YASHASWI

While the nation is yet to
recover from the shock
of the twin blasts that

ripped the city apart, intelligence
agencies in the state are facing the
public ire. The Counter Intelligence
Cell (CI Cell), formed to handle
terror activities in the state has
drawn flak as the terror returned to
Hyderabad, taking a heavy toll on
February 21.

The CI Cell was clipped off its
wings after the authorities decided
to merge three wings of the so-
called anti-terror agency
OCTOPUS (Organization to
Counter Terrorist Operations) with
it. The total number of personnel of
all ranks with the CI Cell today to
gather intelligence and carry out
operations in the backdrop of
growing terror threat to Andhra
Pradesh is a mere 170, sources said.

Surprisingly, most of these
personnel prefer to stay on with the
cell just because they get 30 per
cent extra salary and eight hours of
work a day, a facility not available in
law and order wing. Many of them
treat it as an insignificant posting
and start lobbying for a plum posts
from the day they joined the special
cell, sources said.

The CI was headed till recently

by an officer of the rank of
superintendent of police who
invariably happen to be a state
cadre officer.  Its levels of
coordination with higher-ups and
the intelligence agencies of other
states and center are under
question. This had its bearing on
the information sharing as well,
sources said.

The basic idea while floating
OCTOPUS was to merge the CI
Cell with the new agency. However,
the then police bosses were worried
about losing their supremacy in
case the new elite anti-terror
agency becomes functional under
the independent stewardship of an

officer of the rank of director
general of police, sources said.

An agency headed by an
officer of the DGP rank would have
been in a better position to
coordinate with various intelligence
agencies including foreign agencies
if necessary, sources said.

Though the OCTOPUS has
four wings – intelligence,
investigation, operations, forensic
and research wing headed by an IPS
officer of the rank of DGP with
independent charge – it has been
reduced to a puppet force by
confining it only to a commando
wing, while other wings were
merged with the CI Cell of the state
intelligence department, sources
told The News. It is understood
that the intelligence department
and the director general of state
police did not want an independent
intelligence wing that reports
directly to the Chief Minister since
it would reduce their importance.

If the OCTOPUS had, as per
the earlier plans, recruited around
3000 personnel in a phased manner
of which 1000 each would be
meant for intelligence, forensic and
research purposes, it would have
ensured developing an agency on
par with the intelligence wings of
USA and Israel, experts told The
News. 

Counter Intelligence
wing, a mere puppet
With the merger of three wings of the so-called anti-terror agency

OCTOPUS with Counter Intelligence cell, the agency has been reduced to
a dummy, thus making the city an easy target for terror strikes
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B YASHASWI

Union Home Minister says
central intelligence agencies

sent terror alert to various state
governments, but Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister N Kiran Kumar
Reddy and state police officials say
they did not get any ‘specific’ alert
other than some ‘general’ alerts
that most often turn out to be false.

During the past several days,
state intelligence agencies were
heard often making fun of the
‘general alerts’ sounded by central
agencies.

“It is like the story of the
shepherd in the folklore who made
a false alarm about a tiger attack
only to make fun of the farmers in
the village. The boy did it many
times and farmers came rushing for

help, but then they realized they
were being made fun of. When the
tiger came in reality and the boy
screamed for help, no one came for
his help. He and his sheep were
killed. Same is the case with the
central intelligent agencies,” said a
state intelligence official in a
sarcastic manner.

Another official goes on to
say, “The central intelligence
officials have little work to do. They
will have a schedule to send alerts
on various occasions such as New
Year eve, Republic Day,
Independence Day and some other
days. Also, they will send alerts
whenever a terror module is caught
in some remote place of the
country.”

The central intelligence
agencies send absolutely vague

alerts and it would be impossible to
discern anything pointing towards
a specific move by any terror outfit,
the official said.

Even the latest alert about the
Dilsukhnagar twin blasts also was a
vague alert. It needs highly
qualified analysts and researchers
to understand such typical ‘general
alerts’, the intelligence official said.

Meanwhile, Union Home
Ministry sources in Delhi said
three advisories were sent to state
governments on 16, 19 and 20 of
this month cautioning the state
government and the police
department about the possibility of
terror strikes.

The advisories hinted at the
possible strike in Hyderabad,
Nanded, Hubli, Gulbarga and
Bangalore, the sources said.

Alerts, just a routine chore
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VICKY N ANJAPPA

The presence of ammonium
nitrate in the Hyderabad

bomb is bound to raise a debate on
the availability of the substance yet
again. Although the government
has come out with various rules and
legislations to regulate the sale of
ammonium nitrate, it is still easily
available and is being used by terror
groups to prepare bombs and a
report by the intelligence bureau
suggests that last year alone 4000
tonnes of ammonium nitrate had
gone missing.

The ammonium nitrate rules
were formed in the year 2009. As
per the rules ammonium nitrate
includes any product containing
greater/more than 45 %
Ammonium Nitrate by weight
including emulsions, suspension,
“Ammonium Nitrate Melt” or gel
primarily made up of Ammonium
Nitrate (with or without inorganic
nitrates) containing other
substances such as oxidisers and
fuels.

The rules that were formed
appear to be stringent, but the fact
remains that it is still very easily
accessible to those persons
choosing to misuse it. In India there
are over 20,000 consumers of
ammonium nitrate and all these
persons had applied for a fresh
licence after the rules were framed.
The reason for applying for a fresh
licence was because the
classification of ammonium nitrate
changed from an innocuous
fertilizer ingredient to an explosive
device.

As per the rules a district
collector could issue a licence for
use of 30 tonnes of ammonium
nitrate. However for the purpose of
research the rules permit that 5 kgs
shall be allowed and there is no
permit required for the same.
However, an NOC is required to
obtain ammonium nitrate for
research.

While these rules are in place,
the problem is that the police and
authorities are finding it difficult to
implement the same. Specific
permits are being issued but there
is very little that can be done in case
of a theft or misuse.

It has been a matter of concern
for the investigating agencies as
they have found that ammonium
nitrate has been used in every blast
case in the recent past. Although
the police have arrested several
persons, not in one single case have

they managed to trace the origin of
the ammonium nitrate. The police
have vague answers to the same and
say that either it was stolen or
stocked well in advance.

There is an extent up to which
the government and the police can
do on the sale of ammonium
nitrate. Labour working in quarries
which possess a valid licence could
steal a small amount of ammonium
nitrate and provide it to terror
groups. The first thing that the
police would need to do is check
with every permit holder the
amount sanctioned and tally it with
how much has been used. This once
again would yield results if the
ammonium nitrate is picked up
from a quarry which is in the area
or the state where the blast has
occurred. In most of the cases,
terror groups have sourced the
material from elsewhere and

Missing ammonium nitrate
In shocking revelation, Intelligence Bureau officials said 4,000 tonnes of ammonium nitrate had

gone missing at the main port in Vishakapatanam in the last one year alone
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A KULLAYAPPA

In what appears to be a matter
of shame on part of the

Hyderabad police force, the fifth
largest city in the country with
over seven million of population,
has only 355 closed circuit TV
cameras to monitor vehicular and
people’s movements, out of
which 60 cameras are
dysfunctional. The fact is that the
State capital needs at least 2,500
CC TV cameras to keep a hawk’s
eye on the city.

According to sources in the
police department, even the
camera installed at the signal post
in Dilsukhnagar where twin
blasts killed 16 people and left
over 100 injured on February 21
was dysfunctional until a few
hours before the bomb blasts.

Fortunately, city Police
Commissioner Anurag Sharma’s
sudden visit to the Saibaba
Temple in Dilsukhnagar for
special pooja came as a blessing
in disguise. The camera was made
functional in view of the top cop’s
visit just a few hours before the
terror struck. The footage is now
being analysed by investigators,
sources said.

Since there had been terror
strikes on the city in the past too,
the then Police Commissioner A
K Khan had sent a proposal to the
government in early 2011 seeking
approval for 2,500 cameras at a
time when the city had only 225
cameras of which 40 per cent
were dysfunctional due to
coordination problems with the
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC).

A year later, Khan’s
successor Anurag Sharma seems
to be not much enthusiastic to in
following up the CC TV camera
proposals. It was the Additional
Commissioner of Traffic Police C
V Anand, who followed it up due
to which 130 more cameras were
added to the existing 225
cameras. However, not all the
cameras were functioning due to
various reasons, sources said.

Crime rate in city is
constantly increasing and the city
is on the hit list of terror groups.
In this context CC TV cameras
would be of immense help in the
detection and prevention of
crime. Further, the cameras
would act as effective deterrent
against those who violate traffic
rules thereby reducing accidents,
a senior police official said.

A dedicated team of police
officials has now ensured 295
cameras are functional and the
remaining would be made
functional soon, sources said.
State police headquarters on the
other hand sent a proposal to the
government seeking to install
3000 CC TV cameras in
Hyderabad and 2000 cameras in
Cyberabad. The government is
said to have agreed to release
funds in a phased manner for the
purpose.

However, the sources also
said that some disgruntled
elements were allegedly making
the cameras installed at the entry
points into the city dysfunctional
to collect mamools from the
vehicles, particularly truck
drivers entering the city during
early and late hours.

prepared the bomb. This makes
tracing extremely difficult for the
police. The police say that there is a
large quantity of ammonium nitrate
which has gone missing since the
past four years. At an average, there
has been no account for nearly
16,000 tonnes of missing
ammonium nitrate in the past four
years.

The report on ammonium

nitrate has found that either there
has been theft or spillage which has
left such a huge quantity
unaccounted. The problem is that
the spillage which happens at the
main port in Vishakapatanam has
never been accounted. It is cleaned
up and there has not been any trace
after that. Even if 20 kilograms of
ammonium nitrate gets into the
hand of a bomb maker he can easily

make 20 bombs out of it. Moreover
the ammonium nitrate can be
stored for a period of two years and
it does not lose its impact.

The police say that there is an
urgent need to introduce an
explosive tracking system and since
ammonium nitrate above 45 per
cent has been classified as an
explosive this system could help a
great deal. 

Criminals on prowl as no one watching!
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SYED OMAR FAROOQ

It looks like people in Hyderabadare living on ticking bombs that
may go off at any time. Over the
past one decade, more than
hundred people lost their lives and
over 300 people lost hopes on life
as they were seriously injured in
mindless blasts triggered by
elements of terror in Hyderabad
alone.

As the bloody saga continues
unabated, the latest being February
21 serial blasts in the busy

Dilsukhnagar in the city,
investigative agencies seem to be
lost track of everything. Common
people get contradictory
statements and see political blame
games but no assurance of a
peaceful life, thanks to official
insensitivity about the lives of the
common man.

Investigative agencies cook
up new stories every time there is
a blast. While central agencies say
they had given prior information to
the state government of a possible

terror strike, the state government
says it did not get any specific
intelligence alert. People of
Hyderabad are sixes and sevens.
They do not want any more blasts.

The terrorist outfits have
bombed at various crowded places
including the Task Force office in
Hyderabad nine times during the
last 11 years, yet so far none of the
terrorist organisations has claimed
responsibilities.

The most shocking thing is
that the investigating agencies just

Fleeing from terror
Thousands of innocent Muslims families are vacating their houses
in the old city and migrating to new areas fearing for their safety
due to unchecked terror blasts across the country that have links

to the backstreets of the old city
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cook up new stories about the
terrorists but fail to nab the main
persons behind the blasts. If the
Indian Mujahadeen (IM) is behind
the blasts how can intelligence fail
to get information about their
training base camps and future
attacks?

“It is a sensitive issue,
especially in Hyderabad. People
from different states and countries
have settled here. Our anti-terrorist
cells are doing their jobs perfectly
and we will wipe out the culprits
son,” a senior officer in a central
investigation agency said. “Terror
elements are spread everywhere
and they have their sleeper cells,
but have no identity or tags on
them making it difficult for us to
prove they are terrorists,” he said.

When it comes to the Maoists,
the investigation agencies have
done some good work by
eliminating their top leaders during
the past couple of years. But they
have utterly failed to nab the
terrorists who are obviously a
threat to the nation.

According to our sources, the
terrorists have gone more
aggressive after the killing of
Saleem Mujahid (son of Moulana
Naseeruddin, accused in Gujarat
Haren Pandya case). On October
31, 2004, Saleem was shot right
before the DGP office by the
Gujarat ACP Narender Amin when
he tried to resist his father
Moulana’s arrest.

Exactly one year after, Dalin
(a Bangladesh-based terrorist)
blasted himself in the Begumpet
Task Force office killing two
police personal. Sources revealed
that it was a retaliation of Salim’s
killing by a Gujarat officer. A case
under section 302 IPC had been
registered against Narender Amin,
but so far no action has been taken.

So far hundreds of innocent
people have been killed but the
general public has not understood
what the motive of the terrorists is.

According to Azfal Guru‘s
(hanged recently in the Parliament
attack case) statement, there are
several terrorist training camps on
the Indo-Pak border where LeT,
IM, JeM  and other newly sprouted
terrorist outfits undergo a 15-day
training session.

Sources revealed that the
main motive of the terrorists -
whether it is national or
international organization, is to
create panic and then extort money
from businessmen and politicians.

Sources even revealed that
some of the political parties are
indirectly supporting them. In the
case of a terrorist who was one of
the accused in Gujarat Haren
Pandaya case, a local party had
facilitated his bail and took care of
other expenses during the trial.

Local Muslims have to face

the consequences. Muslims living
in the sensitive parts of Old City
are facing various problems after
the blasts and communal hatred.
Enraged over the curfew and
police frisking, thousands of
families have left Old City and
shifted to Towli Choki, Azizbagh,
Sun City, Mehdipatnam and
surrounding areas.

“We are more concerned
about our children’s studies.
Though the cost of living in Old
Cit is pretty less when compared to
the new city, we were forced to
choose this option,” Mohammed
Rafiq, an engineer who recently
shifted to Azizbagh from Old City
told The News. 

“We need a peaceful
atmosphere. Sometimes, especially
during the curfew and communal
clashes, we cannot even come out
of our houses for days. It is really
embarrassing for us, “ Karima Bee,
a widow who is planning to shift
from Yakutpura said.  
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While the enthusiastic lots of Gen Y
want to pursue masters in
engineering in the US and settle
down abroad, this man begs to differ.
Holding two master’s certificates,

instead of searching for a lucrative career that mints
moolah, this young man wants to serve the public. He
wants to play a vital role in politics. He is one of the
national secretaries of NSUI and the only one
representing Andhra Pradesh - Aamer Javeed.

Right from his childhood, he believes in giving back
to the society. His grandfather was former IAS officer and
also collector of Hyderabad. For 27-year-old Aamer
Javeed, he could have lived the life in luxury, but preferred
to live the common man’s way.

He was fascinated by politics since childhood. To
him the top most priority was always his motherland.
After finishing his masters in the US, without any second
thought he came back to India and since then has been
actively participating in politics. And within a short span
of eight months he became the national secretary of NSUI
and is working under Rahul Gandhi which he always
dreamt of.

Javeed is passionate about bringing a social change
which is predominantly important in today’s India. And

All for
a cause
A committed politician, sportsperson
and bird-lover - Aamer Javeed is all
rolled into one. He believes that only
young people can bring in the much
needed change in the country

>> FOCUS
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that is what makes Javeed different
from others. Unlike other young
politicians, Javeed doesn’t have
enough political background, but
has climbed the political ladder
vertically. To become a good
leader, an individual should
necessarily have a decent
qualification is what he believes
in. He strongly feels that
empowerment of education is the
only way that remove poverty and
backwardness in our country. The
vision of APJ Abdul Kalaam, to
see India shining is also part of his
political agenda too.

Looking at his passion
towards politics and awareness of
the social issues, he has been
chosen to talk at the biggest
brainstorming sessions in
Congress party’s Chintan Baitak
earlier this year. In which social
and economic problems in future
were his case study. In the panel
group discussion he strongly
recommended that education to
dalits, backward classes,
minorities and women
empowerment are the only ways
to overcome socio-economic
problems in the future.

Interestingly, he is not just a
hard-core politicians, he is also a
sportsperson. He has represented
India at the Darts World Cup in
2005 held in Perth, Australia.
Wearing a national jersey and
representing a nation is matter of
pride and honour, says Javeed. But
he couldn’t continue further in
the sport because of his studies
and he never regrets that.
Traveling and meeting new people
are his best hobbies. He is also a
bird lover. In 2011, he has set up
a pet store, “Fur and Feather”.
Those who do not know, he was

also crowned as Mr. Hyderabad in
the year 2007.

Getting inspired by
renowned politicians, working
hard and redefining him over and
over is what motivates Javeed. At
heart, he is patriotic and a fun
loving person. Well, the
profession he is into requires lot
of sacrifices, he feels.

Aamer opines that the
present generation is well aware of
politics. He justifies by saying, 10

years back the young generation
gossiped about cricket, movie etc.
but now things have changed,
thanks to media.

On a finishing note he says,
nothing can change India except
the ‘Youngistan’. They are the
future of the country and they
need to take outmost care of it.
The young India has all the right,
knowledge and courage to get into
politics which can be one of the
platforms in bringing “the
change.” 









|The News You Like | March, 2013 35

SUDHIRR

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N Kiran Kumar Reddy was

vociferous when he boasted of
Hyderabad being one of the top bulk
drugs producers globally in an
international conference on non-
communicable disease held in the
city recently. Well, it was a moment
of pride for Reddy as delegates from
90 countries sat listening in awe and
wonder, but Reddy conveniently
preferred not to talk about the cost
of this distinction.

The grim fact is that while more
than 300 drug units are present in
and around Hyderabad that account
for above one-third bulk drug
production of India, they are
functioning in gross violation of
pollution control norms. And this
blatant violation has already started
taking its toll on the health of locals. 

Not just the humans living
there but also the domesticated
animals like cattle are falling prey to
the rising pollution.

Residents of Dunniguda, a
village in Jinnaram Mandal of Medak
district, are suffering from different
pollution-related diseases such as

stomach cancer besides other
ailments including repeated
vomiting, joint pain due to the
polluted ground water, said
environmental activist, Vijay
Haragopal, who has been protesting
against the misconduct of the drug
industries.

The untreated hazardous
effluents released by units of Hetero
Drugs Limited (situated in less than
a mile away from the village) in the
open lands of the village and in pond
nearby have completely polluted the
groundwater.

A recent visit by a group of
environmentalists to the areas has
led to the shocking revelation - more
than 12 deaths due to stomach
cancer were reported from the
village in the last few years. Poor
villagers who were unaware of the

Deadly drug units
Despite an official ban and huge public outcry against drug units that release high amount of toxic

waste to nearby villages, putting the lives of people and livestock at high risk, the rogue firms
continue to operate unbridled

Corpse of a calf died of drug pollution

Locals protesting against polluting drug units

DRUGS & DISASTER
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severity of groundwater pollution
(that they use in for their daily
chores) have started realizing it.

“My mother died of stomach
cancer a few years ago and very
recently a friend of mine named Raju
died with similar disease,” said M Bal
Reddy, a resident of Dunniguda.
Doctors attributed the cause of
deaths to the polluted groundwater
that was once used for drinking, he
added.

The residents of the village who
are mainly into dairy business have a
rising concern with their cattle dying
of food poisoning. The cattle go in
the open area for grazing and drink
the pond water which has been
completely polluted.

Pollution Control Board (PCB)
that confirmed the alarming level of
contamination of groundwater, has
been turning a blind eye to the
violations despite several complains.

In yet another shocker, it was
found that all drug units in the four
banned (prohibition on expansion
of increased production of drug)
areas - Medak, Ranga Reddy,
Nalgonda and Mehboobnagar
district - were producing drugs
almost 1,000 times more than the
permissible limits from the PCB. 

“Reports from the Central

Excise Department show that each
of these drug companies is
manufacturing over 100 un-
consented products while the
permitted limit is only 10, besides
the highly stepped up quantity
leading to increased load of
pollution,” said environment activist,
K. Veera Reddy, who has been
battling against the gross violations
by drug industries.

The pharma companies
including Aurbindo, Hetero drug,
Covalent, SMS, Astrix, Dr. Reddys,
Divis Laboratories, NATCO,
Granules and other multinational
drug firms are the among the 38 top
gross violators of PCB norms, said
Veera Reddy. Ironically, the 12
highly polluting drug units that were

issued closure notice by the Andhra
Pradesh Pollution Control Board
(APPCB) in July this year continue
its manufacturing process.
According to sources, these
companies later obtained suspension
of closure notices from the Appellate
Authority.

Meanwhile, the state
government is allegedly fully
supporting the drug tycoons to get
the ban lifted by establishing that
pollution levels are showing a
downfall. Drug units claim to have
adopted an overall strategy to use a
technology that reduces pollution
levels. But the environmentalist and
PCB experts say the technology
though competent will not be
feasible at ground level.  

THE N EWS BUREAU

Ads are amusing, but they
can be most misleading

too. The consumer society today
is heavily influenced by
innumerable advertisements in
print and electronic media. But
it appears that most of the
advertisements, especially of
drugs, are misleading.  

According to sources in
Health Ministry, a total of 630
cases were registered for
investigations and 69
prosecutions were launched for
misleading advertisements
related to medicines between
2010- 12.

The misleading
advertisements relating to drugs
are dealt under the Drugs and
Magic Remedies

(Objectionable
Advertisements) Act, 1954, by

state governments. Our sources
revealed that 630 cases were
registered for investigations and
69 prosecutions were launched
in the year 2010-11 and 2011-12
under the act.

Similarly, 57 food items
have been identified whose
advertisements in print and
electronic media were found to
be misleading by the Food
Safety and Standards and
Authority of India, said an
official. The statutory authority
monitors labels on various food
items and claims made in
advertisement of food items.

Cases against misleading ads

Farmer show affected crop

DRUGS & DISASTER
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Defence scam in the country is
as old as Independent India.

From the Rs.80 lac jeep deal in 1948
to the latest Rs.3,546 crore VVIP
helicopters contract, middlemen
thrived on shady businesses, all the
way long. Even as the nation is
fuming over the mammoth rip-off,
Italian helicopter manufacturer
AgustaWestland denied corruption
charges, notwithstanding the fact
that its executives were arrested by
the Italian police on charges of
corruption and tax fraud.

Union Defence Minister
Arackaparambil Kurien Antony is
red-faced. He ordered the
cancellation of the deal outright and
stressed on the need to have
indigenous defence products. But
that does not mean that the
otherwise anti-corruption minister
can just erase the blot.

Machines and men are still at
work in the factory of
AgustaWestland, an offshoot of
Italian business firm Finmeccanica,
Yeovil, Somerset, while
Finmeccanica chairman and CEO
Giuseppe Orsi and Augusta CEO

Bruno Spagnolini were on
corruption and tax fraud charges.

Corruption charges against the
company surrounding the deal first
surfaced in early 2012, but things
remained calm until its top the
executives were arrested. Indian
Ministry of Defence, immediately
after the arrests, suspended further
payments to AgustaWestland. It also
asked Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to take up the
case and further investigate.
Meanwhile, away in Italy,
prosecutors claimed that the deal to
supply the Indian Air Force with 12

Augusta:
Jack of
all trade!

Sources reveal that Italian
business firm Finmeccanica, the

parent company of
AgustaWestland that is mired in

controversy following the
defence helicopter scam, has
several subsidiaries in the

country indulging in shady deals

SHADY DEAL
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AW101 helicopters involved
kickbacks and a British middleman,
Christian Michel was involved.

AgustaWestland beat the US
and Russian rivals to sign the deal in
February 2010. Three of the 12
helicopters are already in service,
but now the fate of the rest is
anybody’s guess. But its
management stated:
“AgustaWestland is confident that
the full compliance with the
relevant laws as well as the good
conduct of its past and present
senior executives and managers will
be demonstrated as soon as
practicable."

Finmeccanica's business is
spread in many areas not just
limited to helicopters.
AgustaWestland has been operating
in India since 1970s and has
presence in many sectors. Once the
charges are proved, the CBI may
need to look into AgustaWestland's
other businesses in India.

Finmeccanica's business is
spread over more than 100
countries and the Italian
government holds 30 per cent stake
in the company. Finmeccanica also
has large business interest in India.
Its subsidiaries have managed to bag
contracts worth thousands of crores
of rupees from the Indian
government. These companies
include SELEX Galileo, Ansaldo
STS and AgustaWestland.

Investigations reveal that in
2012, SELEX Gallileo signed a deal
with the Indian Navy for 21 million
pounds and grabbed the contract
for the maintenance of Naval
Aircraft Yard in Kochi.  Another
subsidiary Ansaldo STS, which
produces signalling and automation
systems for rail and rapid transit
operators, has 240 employees in
India. According to reliable sources,
Ansaldo STS had captured 60 per

Major Defence Scams

1948: Rs 80 lakh defence jeep
scam. Though the

government inked signed a deal with a
British company to supply 200 Jeeps worth
Rs 80 lakh, only 155 Jeeps were delivered.
The then India's high commissioner to
England VK Krishna Menon was alleged of
misappropriation.

Barak missile scam: India bought seven
Barak missile systems costing Rs
1,150 crore from Israel, despite severe

objections from many quarters. The CBI had
arrested former Samata Party leader RK Jain
in the case. According to the CBI the missile
system was purchased at a much higher rate
than that initially quoted by Israel.

1999: Arms deals
scam. A sting

operation by Tehelka.com
revealed army officers and
political leaders taking bribes
during arms deals. Bribes were
paid in at least 15 deals
including the Barak missile case.

1987: Bofors scam.  It was
alleged that Rs 64 crore

was paid to middlemen to facilitate the
deal for the 155mm howitzers from the
Swedish firm Bofors. The deal for 400
Bofors guns was worth $1.3 billion.

1999: Coffin scam. The
CBI had booked

cases against a US contractor and
some senior Army officers during the
1999 Kargil war for misappropriation
of funds in buying coffins to send
martyrs’ bodies to their families.

SHADY DEAL
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cent share in the railway signal
market in the country. The company
is headquartered in Genoa, Italy and
Finmeccanica has 40 per cent take
in the company.

AgustaWestland, the
helicopter design and
manufacturing company, is wholly
owned by Finmeccanica and has
been in India since 1970s. It has also
a joint venture with Tata Sons by
the name of Indian Rotokraft in
which the Tata group has 74 per
cent share. The company makes and
sells AW 119 helicopters. It has
already sold 40 such helicopters in
the country. Sources say that the
eight-seater helicopters were
purchased by business houses and
some state governments.

Finmeccanica has the habit of
hiring influential and powerful

people. According to highly placed
sources, Finmeccanica has
appointed a former defence supplies
minister and several officers after
retirement in order to use their
expertise in understanding the flaws
of the system and to help the
company win deals.

It was reported that after the
helicopter deal with India was
bagged, one the the AgustaWestland
officials had sent a champagne
bottle to its rival company with a
message 'you cannot win always'.
Apart from Indian experts,
Finmeccanica has several retired
officers from the British Ministry of

Defence. It is rumoured that several
high profile former defence officials
helped AgustaWestland bag many
deals in the country.

Sources reveal that one such
officer, Baron Bach, was Minister of
Defence Procurement in the former
UK PM Tony Blair's government.
Baron is said to have played a key
role in getting Finmeccanica several
contracts including the Future Lynx
helicopter deal under which 70
helicopters were sold to
Afghanistan. It is also understood
that Bach had helped
AgustaWestland get a 850 million
pound contract for helicopters for
the US President, but US President
Barack Obama later cancelled the
deal.

Former Under Secretary in
UK's Defence Ministry Kevin
Tebbit is also employed by
Finmeccanica. Tebbit was
employed after the Future Link
Helicopter deal. According to
media reports, former British
Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon was
also employed as a Senior Vice
President by the company. There
are several other such officers are
working for the company across
borders. 

2009:Sudipta Ghosh case. Former
Ordnance Factory Board

director general Sudipta Ghosh was arrested
by the CBI for allegedly taking bribes from
two Indian and four foreign companies
which had been blacklisted by Defence
Minister AK Antony.

2012: Tatra trucks scam.
Former Army Chief

General VK Singh alleged that he was
offered Rs 14 crore as bribe to clear a the
purchase of Tatra trucks. The quality of
the trucks was also questioned.

A.K. Antony
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It happens only in India, how
true! In a bizarre incident, the

home minister of an Indian state
was arrested by the police for
carrying Rs1.1 crore in cash, apart
from a cache of arms and
ammunition and 11 bottles of
liquor, in his vehicle. However, the
Minister called it quits following
the incident.

Nagaland Home Minister
Imkong L Imchen was on his way to
his constituency, Koridang, in
Mokokchung district, when Assam
Rifles personnel stopped his car
during a routine inspection of
vehicles at Wokha district of the
poll-bound State on February 19

morning. The paramilitary sleuths
were in for a shock when they
found that the Minister was
carrying huge money, arms and
liquor bottles with him.

The Minister was handed over
to the district administration and
police, according to the police.

“The seized items included
Rs1.1 crore in cash besides five 7.65
caliber pistols, two .303 rifles, 80
live cartridges of 7.65 pistol, 100
live cartridges of .303 rifle and 11
bottles of liquor,” reports quoted a
senior police official as saying.

“The Assam Rifles had given a
statement saying all the items were
seized from the Minister’s vehicle.
A case has been registered against
him and he is in police custody

now,” the Deputy Commissioner
said. Nagaland went to polls on
February 23. Imchen contested the
polls on a Naga People’s Front
(NPF) ticket. He was also the
NPF’s campaign in-charge of
Mokokchung district where the
party fielded 10 candidates. NPF is
a major constituent of ruling
Democratic Alliance of Nagaland
(DAN) Government.

Opposition Congress
demanded immediate action
against Imkong. Senior party leader
and in-charge of Nagaland Luizinho
Faleiro met the Election
Commission members in New
Delhi to press for the demand
against the Home Minister.“Over
the years, he has been committing
crimes one after another,” senior
Congress leader I Imkong
reportedly said.

The incident comes barely two
days after an Election Commission
surveillance team had seized Rs1
crore cash from an NPF candidate
in the State’s Longleng district on
Saturday. It may be recalled that in
2010, the Nagaland Home Minister
was detained at the Kathmandu
airport for carrying Indian currency
notes in the denominations of
Rs1000 and Rs 500, which are
banned in Nepal. The minister was
then believed to have been carrying
Rs 9 lakh with him. 

Naga minister
caught with arms,
cash: loses job

Imkong L Imchen

Arms, cash and liquor seized from the minister (file photo)

NATIONAL NEWS
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In an otherwise calm morning two
years ago, when a senior citizen

was found dead in his house at
Jawahar Nagar in Chikkadapally, no
one suspected foul play. He was
aging and was staying alone at his
home, so a natural death seemed
plausible to the people in the
neighborhood.  It was in 2010, the
senior citizen, A S Ram Prasad, was
found dead in his house. However,
one of Prasad's relatives,
Indrakaran, lodged a complaint
with the Chikkadpally police, who
in turn, had booked a case of
suspicious death. But then the post-
mortem report came, stating clearly
that the reason of death as ‘natural’.
Basing on the report given by a
Gandhi Hospital doctor, which
showed that Prasad died of natural
reasons, police closed the case. And
that was just end of part one.

Things moved normally until
last week when the police nabbed a
notorious criminal in a land-
grabbing case. Central Crime
Station (CCS) sleuths arrested two
persons, Sandeep Chowdary and

his associate S B Pavan Kumar in
the case and during the
investigation, the offenders spilled
the beans. What came to fore was a
dark tale of a cold-blooded murder
for gain.  

According to DCP, CCS, LKV
Ranga Rao, Sandeep became close
to Prasad through Pavan, their
common acquaintance. After
gaining confidence of Prasad,
Sandeep one day mixed a sedative,
which he had obtained from
Sridhar, in the milk and gave it to
the old man.

While Prasad was in a semi-

conscious state, Sandeep made him
sign documents in the presence of a
registrar official. He also stole
several blank cheques from Prasad's
house and, after forging his
signature, withdrew Rs 10.5 lakh
from various banks.

However, Prasad realised the
fraud a few months later and
prepared a 'will' in Indrakaran's
name. Sandeep got to know about
this through sub-registrar office staff
and hatched a plan to murder
Prasad. Accordingly, Sandeep and
Pavan smothered Prasad to death
when he was alone at his house.

During subsequent probe, they
bribed the Chikkadpally police and
even a Gandhi Hospital forensic
department professor to get the
post-mortem report declaring
Prasad's death as a natural one, the
DCP said. After a thorough probe,
CCS sleuths arrested Sandeep and
Pavan recently. "The investigation is
still on and the remaining culprits
will be arrested shortly," the DCP

Natural death turns
cold-blooded murder

After two years of closing a
case of death of a senior
citizens in the city as medical
reports showed it ‘due to
natural reasons’, CCS sleuths
proved that it was a
meticulously planned murder

Pavan Sandeep Chowdary

The land belonged to Ram Prasad (Inset)

FACT FILE
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In a whacky turn of events, a teen
beauty queen relinquished her

title for better fortune in the US.
According to Daily Mail, Melissa
King, Miss Teen Delaware USA
resigned the title of following
allegations that she appeared in a
pornographic video.

It was reported that she has
been offered $250,000 to be the
spokeswoman for adult site
YouPorn. A copy of
YouPorn's offer
to King was
quoted by Mail
which reads in
part:

"While you
may have
surrendered your tiara
for Miss Teen USA,
we'd like to keep that
pretty head of yours
topped with ours, and
name you Miss Youporn.
We believe your incredible
beauty and personality
coupled with our internet
traffic is a "win-win" for both of
us. We believe this story will only
catapult your career and could
really expose you to an entirely
different audience."

And the reports say King was
okay with the proposal. “Well, I
need money,” King was quoted as
saying.

While the offer does not
mention having sex on camera as
part of the deal, it does suggest that
the ex-beauty queen would be able

to meet
"famous
directors
and
producers"

in her role as the
porn site's spokeswoman,

says the Mail.
King resigned her crown on

February 26, after an amateur porn
site posted a video featuring a
purported teen beauty queen. The
woman in the video says she is 18
and explains that she competes in
pageants; she can also be seen
performing sex acts on an
unidentified man. According to
Delaware Online, King denied she
is the woman in the video, but she
handed in her resignation anyway.

Melissa King, who was
crowned Miss Delaware Teen USA
in November, was allegedly
featured in a pornographic movie
shortly after her 18th birthday last
year.

A website - Gawker - claimed
to have received an anonymous tip
that said a video originally found on
the "real amateur girls" website
starred King. In the clip, a woman
who resembles King says that she
turned 18 three months ago—"In
March"—before telling an off-
camera interviewer that she
decided to go into porn because she
needed the money. The woman
then says she participates in beauty
pageants, though she doesn't reveal
in which state she competes. 

All for money
A teenage beauty queen
has been offered a
whopping $250,000 to
resign her title and work as
the spokesperson of an
adult site

ADULT BLUES
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Creating a unique record, a
Nepalese woman scaled

Mount Everest twice in one season,
the one in the world make such a
feat. She made her second summit
just days after her first.

According to The Global Post,
the woman, Chhurim, 29, reached
the 29,028-feet peak on May 12
last year. She returned to base
camp for a short rest before
repeating the ascension just one
week later.

Chhurim, who hails from
Nepal’s eastern hills,  was quoted as
saying: “I am very happy for this
recognition. I was determined that
the record should be held by a
Nepalese woman and I’m proud to
be one.”

The first woman to scale the
mountain, Pasang Lhamu,
unfortunately lost her life while on
descent after successfully climbing
the peak in 1993. Since that
incident, 21 Nepalese women have
successfully scaled the world’s
tallest peak, but no female climber
had reached the peak twice in one
season.

According to The Global Post,
Chhurim was honored for her
achievement in Nepal’s capital,
Kathmandu, where she was
handed her official record

certificate. The climber, like most
Sherpas, uses just one name.

Chhurim stated that there
aren’t many women mountaineers
and only a few of them hold
records. She was quoted as saying:
“The male mountaineers have set
many records but women have
fallen behind. It can be difficult for
women because they are
considered not as strong as men

and face many problems like
finding toilets.”

Mount Everest has been
climbed by more than 4,000 people
since Edmund Hillary and Tenzing
Norgay first summited in 1953.
Women are just a small number of
them. The climbing season on the
world’s tallest mountain is just a
few weeks every year, because of
extremely harsh weather

Woman climbs
Everest twice

in a week

The male mountaineers
have set many records but
women have fallen behind.
It can be difficult for
women because they are
considered not as strong
as men and face many
problems like finding
toilets

GUTSY WOMAN
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A continent fragment
detached about 60million years ago
while Madagascar and India drifted
apart, had lain concealed beneath
the waters of the Indian Ocean,
according to a new research study.

The study published in the
latest issue of Nature Geoscience
says there lie traces of an ancient,
hidden continent by the idyllic
islands of Reunion and Mauritius.

The continent known as
Mauritia had lain hidden under
huge masses of lava. It appears such
micro-continents hidden beneath
the oceans occur more frequently
than previously thought, says the
study.

Mauritia was a strip of land
which was once tucked between
India and Madagascar - two

landmasses now separated by
thousands of miles of deep ocean,
but which were then next door to
each other. An international team
of researchers deduced its existence
through a study of grains of sand
taken from the beaches of
Mauritius.

The grains were dated back to
a volcanic eruption which took
place about nine million years ago,
but analysis showed they contained
minerals that were much older,
according to reports appeared in
western media.

BBC quoted Professor Trond
Torsvik, from the University of
Oslo, Norway, as saying: “We
found zircons that we extracted
from the beach sands, and these are
something you typically find in a
continental crust. They are very old
in age.' The study says that the

break-up of continents is often
associated with geological
phenomena known as mantle
plumes. These are giant bubbles of
hot rock which rise from deep
within our planet and soften
tectonic plates from below, until the
plates break apart at the hotspots.

A group of geoscientists from
Norway, South Africa, Britain and
Germany have now published
research that suggests, based on the
study of lava sand grains from the
beach of Mauritius, the existence of
further fragments.

The sand grains contain semi-
precious zircons aged between 660
and 1,970million years, which is
explained by the fact that the
zircons were carried by the lava as
it pushed through subjacent
continental crust of this age,
according to the report. 

Continent found
hidden under
Indian Ocean

WONDER WORLD



|The News You Like | March, 2013 45

THE N EWS BUREAU

In a major breakthrough, seven
satellites have been successfully

placed in orbits by an Indian rocket.
The satellites, an Indo-French satellite
SARAL, the world's first smart phone-
operated nano satellite, a space
telescope satellite and four other
foreign satellites – were launched in
copybook style in the presence of
President Pranab Mukherjee on
January 24.  The rocket - Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle-C20 (PSLV-C20)
standing 44.4 metres tall and weighing
around 230 tonnes - hurtled towards
the skies ferrying the seven satellites,
together weighing 668.5 kg, a little
after 6 p.m. 

This was the first of the 10 space
missions planned by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) during
2013 and also the country's 102nd
space mission. Andhra Pradesh
Governor E.S.L. Narasimhan, Chief
Minister N. Kiran Kumar Reddy and
Minister of State in the Prime
Minister's Office V. Narayanasamy
were also present during the launch.

The rocket ascended towards the
evening skies with a rich orange flame
at its tail and a plume of white fume,
amidst the resounding cheers of ISRO
scientists and a media team assembled
at the launch centre.

Space scientists at ISRO's new
rocket mission control room were
glued to their computer screens
watching the rocket escaping the
earth's gravitational pull. Immediately
on the successfully ejection of the
seven satellites, scientists at the
mission control centre were visibly
relieved and started clapping happily.

The President congratulated the
scientists. "Delighted to witness the
remarkable launch of the PSLV. I
congratulate ISRO for successfully
executing the mission," he said. 

ISRO crosses
another milestone

Scientists at the mission control centre were exultant
as an Indian rocket ascended towards the evening skies with
a rich orange flame at its tail and a plume of white fume,

carrying seven satellites to their orbits

SCIENCE & SUCCESS
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Visitors at the just concluded
Triennale Design Museum in

Milan, Italy, had some most
interesting and significant works by
contemporary Indian designers on
display. Curator Simona Romano
showed the visitors one of the most
amusing products, a washing
machine with pedals that does not
require electricity to function,
invented years ago by a village girl
in India, when she was just 13.

The child prodigy – Remya
Jose - is now a young woman in
early twenties and is an inspiration
for young talents the world over.
Hailing from a remote village
called Kizhattoor in Malappuram

district of Kerala, Remya has come
a long way.

“Necessity is the mother of
invention,” she says while
explaining the situation that led to
the fabulous invention. Speaking to
this correspondent over phone
from Sharjah where she was on a
tour, Remya said the incredible
story - the story of a 13-year-old
girl who was forced to do the
laundry due to her parents’ illness.

“Both my parents are
schoolteachers. My mother fell ill
during my 10th standard exams
and my dad was undergoing cancer
treatment. So, the burden of
washing clothes fell on my twin
sister’s and my shoulder. I don’t
like washing clothes. There was no
washing machine at home, and my
parents could not afford to buy a
new one. I thought why I couldn’t
make one?’ Remya says.

Necessity: Mother of Invention

Remya Jose from Malappuram district of Kerala was all
of 13 when she invented a washing machine with pedal,
a cost-effective apparatus that required no electricity.
Today, Remya is a young woman in early 20s and a role

model for students across the world

ROLE MODEL



|The News You Like | March, 2013 47

And that was how Remya
made her washing –cum- exercise
machine. She first watched the
functioning of an electric washing
machine. Then she started thinking
about substituting electrical power
with mechanical power. And yes,
she found a way out!

“When I drew the basic
design, my dad took it to a nearby
automobile workshop and
requested the workers to make it. I
had to explain to the mechanic
personally how I wanted it to be
done,” she recalls.

Remya’s new machine consists
of an aluminum cabinet with a
horizontal cylinder made of iron
net wire. The cylinder is connected
to a pedaling system that consisted
of a cycle chain, pedals and a seat.
Clothes are put in the cylinder and
soaked for 10 minutes. The one
should pedal three to four minutes.
The cylinder rotates at a high
speed, cleaning the clothes inside
the cabinet. Soap water is drained
and refilled in the process. Remya’s
machine can wash three kilograms
of clothes at a time, that too
without electricity. 

Wondering at the power of
innovation, Agnese Bifulco, who
writes for design and architecture
magazines, says, “The works of
these young Indian designers are
permeated by the culture of their
country but are also sensitive to
western touches - a balance
between tradition and innovation.”

Remya got a patent for her
invention and third National
Grassroots Technological
Innovation and Traditional
Knowledge Award. She was elated
when the then President APJ
Abdul Kalam presented her the
award and offered all the help he
could. The most memorable
moment for Remya was when her

invention was picked from 25,000
entries across the country.

“He encouraged me a lot. He
asked which stream I liked and I
said I liked engineering, but was
trying the medical field. He told
me we needed a lot of people in the
mechanical field. He asked me to
call him if I had any issues with
patent rights. He assured me all the
help,” says Remya.

Her invention brought along
with it a lot of advantages. In a
country like India, where electric
power is always a scarcity in rural
areas and increased rates, a washing
machine is not of course in the
mind of a common man. If there is
interruption of power while
washing machine is at work, the
entire process has to be repeated.
But Remya machine has no such
restriction. For the users Remya’s
machine is just an exercise machine
that does all the washing. Health
and neatness, Remya’s invention
offers both. It is cost-effective as it
will take about Rs.2000 for her
machine. Thus, Remya’s innovation

stands highly practical for use in
the rural areas and stays within the
budget of the common man.

If you ask her who inspires her
the most, pat comes the reply: “My
inspiration and constant supporter
has been my father.”

But she remembers her father
Mr P A Joseph, a high school
teacher expressing his doubts when
she first approached him with the
idea of a manual washing machine.
But he was soon convinced and did
all the help to make her model a
reality. For her mother, she was not
keen on her daughter ‘wasting’ her
time on such pursuits and advised
her to concentrate on her studies
instead. But today, she is an
affectionate mother who is proud
of her daughter’s achievements.

Remya’s also takes advice
from twin sister, Soumya, too. Now
Remya is a known woman who
works for National Innovation
Foundation, Ahmedabad, and is
responsible for many other
innovations.

Remya is a ‘hero’ for Friends

ROLE MODEL
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and neighbours. They have been
full of appreciation for this ‘little
scientist’.

Her non-electric washing-
cum-exercise machine is a huge hit
across the globe. The pedal-
operated washing machine works
as an exercise device, saves on
electricity and time. According to
Prof Anil Gupta, Executive Vice
Chairperson, National Innovation
Foundation (NIF), it's not just the
washing machine – all such
inventions including the
amphibious bicycle, the tree
climber and the scooter for the
disabled are all ideas devised by
Indians for whom "necessity was
the mother of all inventions".

“Making the washing machine
wasn't a huge problem as I had
conceptualised it in detail.
Identifying and replicating the
machinery parts and mechanism
consumed lot of time and energy,"
says Remya. “I spent around Rs
2,000 putting it together and I have
got patent for my product. I am
working on other projects as well
during my leisure time,” says a
sprightly innovator.

Rachel Rodwell, a bachelor of
fashion and textile design at the
University of Technology, Sydney
is all praise for Remya. “So for part
of my dissertation I am looking at
how ideas from developing
countries, particularly at the
grassroots can trickle up to inform
and inspire more sustainable and
ethical solutions in the fashion and
textiles industry. Engineering
student Remya Jose of Kerala was
faced with the time consuming
process of laundering clothes by
hand as her family could not afford
a conventional washing machine.
She was also busy with her studies,
spending an additional four hours
a day to commute to university
each day. This inspired her to

create a pedal powered washing
machine- a highly sustainable
solution to the chore of washing
clothes that provides exercise as
well!” she says.

She adds, “Amazing and
simple innovation that adheres to
the notion, ‘necessity is the mother
of invention’ to the core! This

device has the ability to wash three
kilos of clothes with just four
minutes of pedalling and the
clothes are 80% dry when the
process is complete! Incredible!
Imagine the impact this device
could have if mass-produced-
pedalling to reduce the impact of
our collaborative carbon footprint!
Sadly it is the Western world that
needs to reduce over consumption
of resources more than the

developing world.”
It was the Honeybee Network

and NIF, headed by IIM Professor
Anil Gupta that came for Remya’s
help. “The NIF ‘helped’ re-design
Remya’s washing machine from a
device that cost Rs.1,500 to
manufacture from scratch in rural
India to a machine that cost
Rs.3000 to make in an urban
factory. Since it would be
competing with low-end single-
cycle electric washing machines
that cost Rs.5000, it’s price-point is
above what India’s poor can afford
while simultaneously being below
what the middle class demands
when compared to the Rs.5000
electric alternative,” says Rahul
Brown an ardent blogger.

Brown adds, “The NIF helped
to patent Remya’s intellectual
property, the licensing agreement
is designed so that NIF recovers its
‘investment’ on Remya’s
innovation by taking a percentage
of payments and royalties, adding
another layer of expense and
complication to something they
ostensibly work to simplify.”

Remya worked with NIF for a
while, but resigned from it, but still
she is in contact with them. After
marriage, she shifted to the UAE
and has been working as an
engineer in a company.

And with all her innovative
thoughts and actions, she is an avid
reader and she reads mostly poems.
“I’m a big fan of Mr. Srinivasa
Ramanujan – the mathematician
par excellence. I believe the quote
“Try until you succeed,” says
Remya. When it comes to food,
she does not binge on any special
food, home food is always her
favourite. And she has a dream,
apart from a successful career:
“Yes, I have dream, I want to write
a book,” chuckles Remya before
hanging up.  

“The NIF ‘helped’ re-
design Remya’s washing
machine from a device
that cost Rs.1,500 to

manufacture from scratch
in rural India to a machine
that cost Rs.3000 to make
in an urban factory.  Since
it would be competing with

low-end single-cycle
electric washing machines
that cost Rs.5000, it’s

price-point is above what
India’s poor can afford
while simultaneously
being below what the
middle class demands
when compared to the

Rs.5000 electric
alternative”

ROLE MODEL





Colour









The News You Like | March, 2013|54

WEIRD WORLD

THE N EWS BUREAU

It’s creepy, but soldiers are
supposed to be super humans!

At least, Royal Thai Special Forces
believe so. In what is supposed to
be a wacky way survival while
fighting in the wild, the Thai
Marines are not sparing cocks,
cobras and insects.

According to reports appeared
in western media, during a jungle
survival program last week taught
by Royal Thai Special Forces in
Sannapit, Thailand, U.S. Marines
learned to catch cobras and drink
their fresh blood, not to mention
eat forest insects and pull the heads

off of chicken. The training
programme, Operation Cobra
Gold 13, the 32nd edition of
international military exercises,
was hosted by the Royal Thai
Special Forces. According a press
release issued by to US Marines,
Cobra Gold is the largest exercise
of its kind in Asia. It incorporates
troops from five other nations in
addition to the US and Thailand.

A report that appeared in The
Daily Mail said that the Marines
were invited to experience the local
custom of drinking cobra blood
after being taught to catch and kill
cobras in the wild. Another report
says that Cobra blood is believed to

be a panacea and aphrodiasic in
parts of Southeast Asia. It was
reported that in Jakarta, vendors
earned over $100 a night selling
shots of cobra blood mixed with
liquor.

The Marines were trained to
identify edible plants and find
clean drinking water, which
instructors admitted would likely
be more helpful than cobra
hunting. “Exerting unnecessary
energy hunting in a survival
scenario is not using good logic
when plants are the easiest source
of food to acquire in the jungle,” an
instructor was quoted as saying.

US Marines find
cobra blood cool!

In a bizarre training session,
U.S. Marines were taught to
catch cobras and drink their
fresh blood, not to mention
eat forest insects and pull
the heads off chicken
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Wildlife photographer Cyril
Ruoso, from Lailly in

France, had a touching experience
while he was observing monkeys in
Rajasthan recently. A wild dog that
strayed into a monkey’s empire got

a special treatment when
the group simians included the
canine in their pampering session.

According to The Daily Mail
UK, the pampered dog lay down to
make itself more comfortable as
the grey langur monkeys fussed
around it and stroked its fur. After
treating the dog to a head massage,

the monkeys set about
grooming one another, said

the report.
The unique

moment was captured
by Ruoso, who was
exultant at the feat. The

Daily Mail quoted the
42-year-old
shutterbug: “I was
following a gray

langur troop and
they came across

a wild dog. People were
offering food to the monkeys and
several dogs were around to take
advantage of the kind visitors. The
monkeys and dogs interacted in a
very friendly manner, and the
langurs even started to groom the
dog - it was very happy about that.
The dog decided to make itself
more comfortable by resting on the
floor and the monkeys continued
to stroke it.”

The report quoted Mr Ruoso
as saying that it was the first time
he had witnessed a scene like it.

“When I take photographs I
like to be surprised by what I've
seen,' he said. “And this kind of
inter-species reaction was very
surprising as you don't expect this
kind of behaviour from different
animals.” 

|The News You Like | March, 2013 55

Thailand has been one of America's
longstanding military partners. The
country has been identified as a "forward
positioning" base for sorties in the War on
Terror.

This year's Cobra Gold exercises come
as the Washington is pivoting its defense
strategy from Afghanistan and Iraq to the
Asia-Pacific region, says yet another report.

Marines underwent similar training
exercises in Asia earlier too. It may be
remembered that just two weeks ago, US
Marines were in South Korea on a joint
training exercise, running down ski slopes
and wrestling in the buff to prepare for
possible winter warfare. 

Dog enjoys
monkeys’ love

WEIRD WORLD
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Lovers of parallel cinema have
reasons to smile. Though

everyone thought a films off-
Broadway is a Utopian concept in
Telugu industry in the present
times, the inside news says it is the
other way round.

It was way back in 2008 that
votaries of art films got a pleasant
surprise in the form of a sublime
experimental film - Sira - made by
veteran film and theater personality
Thanikella Bharani. A magnificently
crafted abstract film, Sira was made
on par with international cinema
and bagged wide acclaims.

Now, a seasoned documentary
filmmaker, Ananda Chakrapani, is
trying to fill the blanks. His
experimental film Oobi (The Mire)
is fast nearing completion. “There is
a need for young filmmakers to
make experimental movies. For me,
it was my long-cherished dream to
make such a film. I am happy at the
way things are progressing,” said
Chakrapani, who is excited about

the whole project.
An avid film enthusiast,

Chakrapani has already bagged
international acclaims. His short
documentary Festival of Faith,
basing on the Medaram Jatara,
Asia’s biggest tribal festival, received
an honorable mention at the 2011
Clermont-Ferrand International
Short Film Festival. Having rich
experience of working with
directors like Goutam Ghose, B
Narsing Rao and Mohan Koda,
Chakrapani has several
documentaries, ad films and
corporate films to his credit.

Oobi was shot in small hamlet
called Pushpagiri, 15 kilometres
from Kadapa town in Andhra
Pradesh, an ideal location for a film
based on a rustic theme. “We shot
for four days tirelessly and could get
a wonderful outcome. Surya

(Telugu character artiste of Show
fame) has done a tremendous job in
portraying an ascetic, lured by the
evil charm of money. I am sure that
I could get his best and am thankful
to him,” says Chakrapani.

The film was produced by M
Naresh Varma under the banner of
Saket Chandra Productions. A
senior film editor, Varma had always
the penchant for art films. “I have
decided to produce the film when I
heard the wonderful script.
Chakrapani has done a remarkable
job. I am sure he is going to take
Telugu cinema to places with this
brilliant work of art,” says Varma.

The one-hour length film was
captured by cinematographer V
Naga Srinivas Reddy.

Hope this passionate director
will make parallel Telugu cinema
alive and kicking all over again. 

Parallel cinema shows
signs of rebirth

Veteran documentary filmmaker Ananda Chakrapani is
leaving no stone unturned to make his experimental
movie Oobi (The Mire) a world class one
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